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The Road to Hell is Paved With Good Intentions: Part 1
The MItzva of  Being Balanced and Accurate

A.   Human Bechi
Shemot 14:3

ל י ישְִׂרָאֵ֔ ר פַּרְעהֹ֙ לִבְנֵ֣ יםואְָמַ֤ ם הַמִּדְבָּֽר׃נְבֻכִ֥ ר עֲלֵיהֶ֖ רֶץ סָגַ֥ ם בָּאָ֑ הֵ֖
Pharaoh will say of the Israelites,

“They are astray in the land; the wilderness has closed in on them

Crying involves our eyes and our mouth
We an not see clearly and we can not utter a coherent word
Our view of what path we should take is blurred
Bechi is when we can not define “ANI”

Crying tears like water cleanses and washes away

Tears of joy- When we experience a clarity about our  “ANI”

B. Divine Bechi
1. Eicha Rabba

שְׁכִינתִָי לְמַטָּה בִּשְׁבִילואְוֹמֵר אוֹי לִי מֶה עָשִׂיתִי, הִשְׁרֵיתִיבּוֹכֶההָיהָ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּאבְּאוֹתָהּ שָׁעָה
בְּאוֹתָהּולְַעַג לַבְּרִיּוֹת,, חַס ושְָׁלוֹם שֶׁהָייִתִי שְׂחוֹק לַגּוֹיםִישְִׂרָאֵל, ועְַכְשָׁו שֶׁחָטְאוּ חָזַרְתִּי לִמְקוֹמִי הָרִאשׁוֹן

שָׁעָה בָּא מטטרו"ן ונְפַָל עַל פָּניָו ואְָמַר לְפָניָו, רִבּוֹנוֹ שֶׁל עוֹלָם אֲניִ אֶבְכֶּה ואְַתָּה לֹא תִבְכֶּה, אָמַר לוֹ אִם אֵין
)ירמיה יג, יז(: ואְִם לֹאאַתָּה מַנּיִחַ לִי לִבְכּוֹת עַכְשָׁו, אֶכָּנסֵ לְמָקוֹם שֶׁאֵין לְךָ רְשׁוּת לִכָּנסֵ ואְֶבְכֶּה, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר



אָמַר לָהֶן הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא לְמַלְאֲכֵי הַשָּׁרֵת בּוֹאוּ ונְלֵֵךְתִשְׁמָעוּהָ בְּמִסְתָּרִים תִּבְכֶּה נַפְשִׁי מִפְּנֵי גֵוהָ וגו'.
אֲניִ ואְַתֶּם ונְרְִאֶה בְּבֵיתִי מֶה עָשׂוּ אוֹיבְִים בּוֹ, מִיּדָ הָלַךְ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא וּמַלְאֲכֵי הַשָּׁרֵת ויְרְִמְיהָ לְפָניָו, וכְֵיוןָ
שֶׁרָאָה הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא אֶת בֵּית הַמִּקְדָּשׁ, אָמַר בְּודַַּאי זֶהוּ בֵּיתִי וזְֶהוּ מְנוּחָתִי שֶׁבָּאוּ אוֹיבְִים ועְָשׂוּ בוֹ
כִּרְצוֹנםָ. בְּאוֹתָהּ שָׁעָה הָיהָ הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא בּוֹכֶה ואְוֹמֵר אוֹי לִי עַל בֵּיתִי,

In that moment The Holy One blessed is He was crying and saying, 'Woe is
to me what have I done. My presence served below for Israel's sake, and now
that they have sinned I have returned to my original place, I never intended
to be a laughing stock to the nations and a joke to the people.' In that
moment Metatron came and fell on his face and said, 'Master of the world I
should cry instead of you.' [G-d] said to him, 'If you do not allow me to cry now,
I will retreat to a place that you cannot enter, and I will cry [there].' As it says,
(Jeremiah 13:17) "For if you do not give heed, My inmost self must weep
because of your arrogance." The Holy One blessed is He said to the
ministering angels , 'Let us go, you and I, and we will see what the enemies
did to my house.' Immediately The Holy One blessed is went with the
ministering angles and Jeremiah ahead. When The Holy One blessed is He
saw the Temple, he said with confidence, 'This is My house and this is My
resting place, into which enemies came and did as they wished.' In that
moment The Holy One blessed is He was crying and saying, 'Woe is to me for
my house. My children, where are you? My priests, where are you? My
beloved, where are you? What can I do for you!? I warned you, but you did not
repent.

2. Forms of “speech”
Amira- discoverable truths
Dibbur- clear compelling truths that require my personal response
Bechi-   desperate hopeless  chaos and  confusion

Hashem's “crying” happens when  those that represent  Yahadus  behave in
ways  that  deeply distort Hashem's   truth and Ratzon  and intentions  for
humanity.
Hashem's crying  means we have created a situation where others have no
ability to see and understand  even the basics of Emes.  Everything is
distorted and incoherent starting with basic  “Derech Eretz “ which must
proceed to Torah.



C. Derech Eretz Kadma LTorah

1. Vayikra Rabba  9:3
דְּאָמַר רַבִּי ישְִׁמָעֵאל בַּר רַב נחְַמָן עֶשְׂרִים ושְִׁשָּׁה דוֹרוֹת קָדְמָה דֶּרֶךְ אֶרֶץ אֶת הַתּוֹרָה, הֲדָא הוּא
דִכְתִיב )בראשית ג,

עֵץ הַחַיּיִם, זוֹ תּוֹרָהואְַחַר כָּךְלִשְׁמרֹ אֶת דֶּרֶךְ עֵץ הַחַיּיִם, --דֶּרֶךְ, זוֹ דֶּרֶךְ אֶרֶץ,

2. Shaarei Kedusha Rav Chaim Vital

המגונותמדותידיעלהנמשךבפגם :

Concerning the blemishes which come about through bad character traits

הדומםבחינות,מארבעהכלולהיסודיתהנקראתהשפלהבנפשבאדםמוטבעותהןהמדותעניןוהנה
הטובותהמדותתלויותהזהבנפשוהנהורע,מטובמורכבותהןגםכיוהמדברת.והבהמיתוהצומחת

לעילכנזכרהתורהמצותתרי"גתלוייןבהאשרהשכליתהעליונההנפשאלושורשויסודכסאוהןוהרעות
בקיומןהמצותתרי"גאלעקריותהכנותהןואמנםמצות,התרי"גמכללהמדותאיןולפיכךראשון.בשער
נפשבאמצעותאלאהגוףאיבריתרי"גידיעלהמצותלקייםהשכליתבנפשכחאיןכייעןבביטולם,או

עניןולפיכךהוא,בנפשודמ"ובשרכלנפשכיי"ד(י"ז)ויקראבסודעצמוהגוףאלהמחוברתהיסודית
מאדמאדעצמןהעברותמןקשיםהרעותהמדות :

The character traits are naturally embedded in the lowly, fundamental soul of
man. This soul is comprised of four aspects; inanimate, vegetative, animate
and articulate. They too are a composite of good and evil. Therefore, the good
and bad character traits depend on this soul. They constitute a seat,
foundation and root for the upper, intellectual soul, upon which the 613
mitzvoth of the Torah depend, as mentioned above in gate one. Because of
this, the character traits are not included as part and parcel of the 613
mitzvoth. Nonetheless, they are essential prerequisites to their fulfillment or
negation, for the simple reason that the intellectual soul is powerless to fulfill
the mitzvoth with the 613 organs of the body except through the agency of
the fundamental soul which is connected to the body. This is the secret
meaning of the verse20Leviticus 17:14, “For the soul of every flesh; its blood is its
life.” This being the case, the bad character traits are actually much worse
than the transgressions themselves.



D.   Divine Emulation- Preparation for  Kabbalat HaTorah

1. Shemot 15:2
י הּוזְִמְרָת֙עָזִּ֤ ייָ֔ הוַיֽהְִי־לִ֖ לִֽישׁוּעָ֑

הוּאֵלִי֙זֶ֤ה ואְַנְוֵ֔
י יאֱלֹהֵ֥ ואֲַרמְֹמֶֽנהְוּ׃אָבִ֖ }

2. Shabbat 133b
חַנּוּן ורְַחוּםמָה הוּא חַנּוּן ורְַחוּם — אַף אַתָּה הֱיהֵלוֹ,הֱויֵ דּוֹמֶהאַבָּא שָׁאוּל אוֹמֵר: ״ואְַנוְהֵוּ״ —

.Abba Shaul says: Ve’anveihu should be interpreted as if it were written in two
words: Ani vaHu, me and Him [God]. Be similar, as it were, to Him, the
Almighty: Just as He is compassionate and merciful, so too should you be
compassionate and merciful

Rashi:

בדרכיולדבקכמותועצמיאעשהוהואאניואנוהוולשון-לודומההוי :

3.Devarim 28:9

ר אֶת־מִצְות֙ ה אֱלֹ-יךָ ֹ֗ י תִשְׁמ ךְ כִּ֣ ר נִשְֽׁבַּֽע־לָ֑ ם קָד֔וֹשׁ כַּאֲשֶׁ֖ ימְךָ֨  ה לוֹ֙ לְעַ֣ בִּדְרָכָיֽו׃והְָלַכְתָּ֖יקְִֽ
The LORD will establish you as His holy people, as He swore to you, if you
keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways.

4.  Brachot 53.

ייְשֵַּׁרוהְוּאדָעֵהוּדְּרָכֶיךָ״בְּכָל—בָּהּתְּלוּייִןתוֹרָהגּוּפֵישֶׁכָּלקְטַנּהָפָּרָשָׁהאֵיזוֹהִיקַפָּרָא:בַּרדָּרַשׁ
עֲבֵירָהלִדְבַראֲפִילּוּרָבָא:אָמַרארְֹחתֶֹיךָ״. .

Bar Kappara taught: Which is a brief passage upon which all fundamental
principles of Torah are dependent? “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and
He will direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:6). Rava said: One must apply this
principle even to acts of transgression, as even then one must adhere to God
and refrain from sinning excessively.



D. Hashem Path is the middle, balanced, non extreme path.

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Human_Dispositions.1.1?lang=bi&
with=Commentary&lang2=en

1. Devarim 16:20
ף ֹ֑ דֶק תִּרְדּ דֶק צֶ֖ חְיהֶ֙ ויְרַָשְׁתָּ֣צֶ֥ עַן תִּֽ ן לָֽךְ׃לְמַ֤ יךָ נתֵֹ֥ רֶץ אֲשֶׁר־ה אֱלֹהֶ֖ אֶת־הָאָ֔

Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you may thrive and occupy the
land that the LORD your God is giving you

2. Devarim 25:15

דֶק֙ ה וצֶָ֙ בֶן שְׁלֵמָ֤ האֶ֣ ךְ אֵיפָ֧ יךָיִהְֽיהֶ־לָּ֔ ה אֲשֶׁר־יהְוָֹ֥ה אֱלֹהֶ֖ ל הָֽאֲדָמָ֔ יךָ עַ֚ יכוּ ימֶָ֔ עַן֙ יאֲַרִ֣ ךְ לְמַ֙ דֶק יִהְֽיהֶ־לָּ֑ ה וצֶָ֖ שְׁלֵמָ֛
ן לָֽךְ נתֵֹ֥
You must have completely accurate weights and completely accurate
measures, if you are to
endure long on the soil that the LORD your God is giving you

3.. Haazinu 32:4
Tzaddik V’Yashar Hu

4. Rav Moshe Shapiro- Reeh Deah

Page 31
Fulfilling “V’Halachta B’Drachav is to maintain the Middat Benoni
Tzaddik = Yashar= moderate= non extreme

Page 39- Out Human responsibility
Chinuch = give tools to to live as a person with Daat
To show them that they can take responsibility for their choices

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Human_Dispositions.1.1?lang=bi&with=Commentary&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishneh_Torah%2C_Human_Dispositions.1.1?lang=bi&with=Commentary&lang2=en


https://www.rabbiwein.com/blog/extremism-485.html.
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